
Life Time-Line of 

Eugene R. Rausch 

---Gene R Rausch 24,   Gene was born the oldest of ten 

children, 3 girls and 7 boys to Wm and Alice (Meskel) 

Rausch.     

  Eugene was inducted into the army at Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota, on November 16, 1950. He was sent to Fort Riley, 

Kansas for basic training and then went to Fort Sill, Oklahoma 

for advanced training. While home on furlough, he married 

Pauline Deis of Onaka, South Dakota on March 17, 1951. The 

only time of the marriage that they were together was during 

their honeymoon in the Black Hills. Pfc. Rausch was shipped to 

Korea on May 1, 1951. Rausch was a member of Company D, 

21st Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. Private First 

Class Eugene Robert Rausch was killed in action at Chupari, 

North Korea on October 15, 1951.  Pfc. Rausch was carrying a 

heavy radio pack, as he was one of the radio operators for the 

company commander and executive officer. He and his group 

were to establish a command outpost for the company 

commander. While they were moving near the enemy, they 

came under heavy artillery and mortar fire. As the enemy took 

the first shot, Eugene’s group missed it by diving to the ground. 

Then another round came screaming in, and the shrapnel killed 

him instantly. He was only 24 years old and 2 weeks away from 

ending his tour. 

St Anthony’s Eighth grade class, 1941 

 

  Back row L – R   Eugene Rausch, Victor Simon, Donald DeRouchey, Robert DeRouchey, Fred Frost, Clarence 

Frost, William Arbach & Wilfred Frost. 

Middle row L – R   Leo Schaefer, Norbert Hericks, Eugene Lemler, Alfred Weber, Sister Alfreda, Anton Frost, 

Maurice Meyer, Gloria Hetterle & Irene Huber 

Front row L – R   Marcelline Illies, Eileen Duenwald, Jerine Wendling, Imelda Lunders, Veronica Engel, Cecelia 

Stuwe, Veronica Frost & Gladys Peters 

Feb. 1927 --Oct. 1951 
Family Leader, prominent 4H Club 

Leader & Co-Founder of Rausch 

Herefords registered cow herd. 



1949 –Gene’s last Christmas at home 

 
Family of 3 boys, a girl, 2 boys, a girl, 2 boys, a girl.   Gene, Virgil (deceased at 10 mo.), Duane, 

Renee, Harlan, Darrel, Eleanor, Vern, Jerry, & Charlyn 

 

 

 

Gene rode a family horse named Silver to 

school for grades 1 – 3.  For Grades 4 – 8 he 

drove Silver hitched to a buggy hauling the 

younger kin to school. 

Gene was always considerate of his younger 

siblings.  He often allowed them to tag along to 

movies etc while dating.  He was a 4H club 

leader at the time of his induction . 

 

 

 

 

 Last picture of parents Wm and Alice with their son Gene  

 



 

Gene & Pauline Deis - 3 day Honeymoon  

(March 27, 1951) 

       Gene & Pauline were engaged at the 

time he was drafted into the Army.  In basic 

training he had orders to stay state-side.  

They planned to get married while he was 

home on leave, and she planned to go live 

near him.  Two days before coming home 

on leave, Gene received orders to be 

shipped to Korea when he returned from his 

leave.  They went ahead with their planned 

wedding in Onaka, SD.  They only spent 3 

days together in married life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self-proclaimed palace behind 

the DMZ in North Korea.  Gene 

was happy to be a radio 

operator because he did not 

like shooting anyone.  Many of 

the soldiers were younger than 

Gene. 

Gene at his tent 

with all of his 

belongings.  His 

wedding picture 

and his rifle with 

bayonet are 

nearby.  

Last Picture with fellow radio 

operator John Zensius of CA 

Posted on Korean War 

Website. 

   I was with Gene the day before 

he was killed.  We rotated shifts 

as radio operators in Company D 

of the 24th Division, 21st Infantry 

Reg.  We operated the radio for 

the Capt. and Lt.  I live at 1548 

Columbus Ave, Burlingame, CA 

94010.  I think of him often. 



Picture of squad on lunch break - ammunition boxes in foreground and kitchen tent in back ground.  

Fire Fights create Honor and Trust bonds among soldiers. 

 

Time Line 

6/25/1950       North Korea invaded South Korea 

     Five months later 

11/16/1950     Gene was inducted into US Army   Ft. Riley Kansas  -  Ft. Sill  Oklahoma  

3/27/1951        Married Pauline Deis in Onaka, SD while home on furlough.       

5/1/1951          Arrived in Korea - Company D 21st Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division 

5/29/1951        Somewhere around Chupari, North Korea north of 38th parallel   

     Five months later 

10/ 15 /1951      Killed in action by a Shrapnel bomb about noon in vicinity of Chup-ari, North Korea. 

     Two weeks later 

10/ 28 /1951     Sunday am Telegram with letter to follow to parents notifying them of Gene’s death.              

     Four months later 

2/15/1952       Body arrived by train in Bowdle, SD escorted by military personnel  

2/16/1952       Funeral  -  St. Anthony’s Catholic Church  Hoven -  SD       

Squad picture .includes a set of twins.  Gene is 1st on the left in middle row and John 

Zensius is far right in back row 



Mother’s Day is the recognition of the unbreakable bond between Mothers and their children. 

Memorial day is the recognition of the honor citizens owe to the deceased soldiers who wore the 

military uniform.  

 

Following is a letter Gene wrote after fully realizing the reality of a radio man sending 

information from behind enemy lines back to his commanding officers. 

 

May 7, 1951 

Dear Mom: 

I know you will get this a little late but I will be thinking of you on Mother’s Day, a lot 

more than if I would be at home I’m sure.   After you leave home, that is the time you realize just 

how much you have done for me and I can say that for all of us kids.   At home one takes 

everything for granted but you soon realize it isn’t always that way. 

Maybe I’m just starting to grow up but most of us feel that same way I am sure.   This 

letter doesn’t have very good news in it, we are just entering Korea, but there isn’t much to 

worry about, it’s something every kid thinks is a great honor, maybe it is.  If something 

worthwhile comes out of it, it won’t be so bad. 

Yesterday was Sunday, it’s the third Sunday without going to Mass.   We had rosary, feels 

good to know that you are not the only one that prays it.   Most of us wear our rosaries around 

our neck all the time.   I never saw so many Bibles in all my life.  Everyone has one. 

Don’t worry about me, I’ll be all right.   If things are for the worst, I know I’ll be better 

prepared for it than any time in my life, and I know I have lots of people praying for me, and that 

is a lot more than some of these boys can say. 

God has my life in His hands and it belongs to Him more than to me.  He gave it to us to 

make the best of it and to better someone else. 

If I can do that, my mission is accomplished.  

Best of luck to you all and May God bless you. 

Gene 


